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Dear Sackets Harbor School Community, 

This is the second edition of the 2019-2020 District Newsletter.  We have made some changes to the newsletter to 

reduce the amount of content with hopes that it will encourage readership.  For the second and third editions, 

certain grade levels and departments will be highlighted rather than all of our grade levels and departments.  The 

purpose of our newsletter is to provide our school community with news, updates and to share all of the 

wonderful things happening here at Sackets Harbor Central School District. 

 

I am pleased to share that we have had a fantastic start to the school year.  Though, we did not get to kick off the 

year with Open House, as we are used to, we held the event on October 23rd and had the opportunity to visit with 

our students’ parents and families.  We also were joined by a variety of organizations who helped to welcome our 

students and families back for another terrific school year.  We truly have such an amazing support system and we 

are so thankful. 

 

I want to take a moment to recognize two organizations who continue to go above and beyond for our District.  

Our Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) led by Brenda Jock-Derouin, Leslie Gayne, Kathy McKeever and 

Shannon Mason work so hard to plan events, activities, and fundraisers to enhance the school experience.  We 

appreciate their leadership and the volunteerism of many other devoted community members.  From Picture Day 

to KISS Breakfast, to Activity Nights, the countless hours they donate is so appreciated. 

 

Our Booster Club, led by Sarah Derouin, Patricia Gibbons, Connie Flint and Kristen Rigabar continues to raise 

money to support our student athletes and athletic programs.  This past fall, they once again organized an under- 

the-lights Senior Night Game to pay tribute to our seniors.  It was two wonderful nights of night soccer.  I thank 

them and those who volunteered for our Booster Club. 

 

We have much to look forward to as we move on in our school year.  Our Twelfth Annual Veterans Day 

Ceremony will be held on Friday, November 8th starting at 8:15am.  All community members are invited to attend 

as we pay tribute to active and retired members of all branches of our Armed Services.  The American Legion 

Auxiliary and our District invite any and all members of our school community to join us in sharing a “Sackets 

Salute” to these brave and dedicated men and women. 

 
As much as I don’t want to remind you that winter weather is right around the corner, winter weather looms 

near.  This is the perfect time of year to finalize your winter/emergency plans should the need arise for a delayed 

opening, closure, or early dismissal due to inclement weather or emergency situations.   
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A school is the most important investment a community can make 

in it’s future…. 

A  Message From The Superintendent 
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All parents/guardians should receive a notification from Sackets Harbor Central School in the event of a delay, 

early dismissal, cancellation, or closure.  If you do not receive the notification via email, text, or phone call, 

please contact the school to have this rectified.  All weather related notifications are also shared via our Facebook 

Page, with local radio stations, with the Watertown Daily Times (www.watertowndailytimes.com) and with 

Newzjunky (www.newzjunky.com).  You can visit any of these sites to get the latest information on school 

closures, delays, cancellations, or early dismissals.  These decisions are not always easy but they are always 

made, first and foremost, on the basis of safety.   I thank you in advance for your support and understanding with 

this process. 

 

The Board of Education, administration, faculty and staff have been very focused on wrapping up Phase 2 of our 

Capital Project.  As of the writing of this article, we still have a bit of site work left to complete in our back yard.  

Aside from that work, our general contractor is completing punch list items which means the end is near!  Phase 2 

brought the District a new phone system which has addressed the frustrating issues some of you have experienced 

in the past.  Faculty and staff now have voicemail and our community can more easily reach whomever they wish 

to speak with.  Be sure to follow the prompts on the automated system when you call in.  Your feedback on our 

new phone system is welcomed!  There was a great deal of work completed in a few short months.  For a 

complete list of Phase 1 and Phase 2 work, please visit our website (www.sacketspatriots.org) and click on 

Capital Improvement Project Updates under the “District” heading for a full description of the project and the 

latest updates. 

 

In last year’s fall edition of the newsletter, I shared the District intended on writing a grant to start a Pre-

Kindergarten Program.  We are so pleased to share that we were awarded the grant and welcomed a full class of 

Pre-Kindergarten students in for the school year.  Our collaboration with the Community Action Planning Council 

(CAPC) is proving to be a great partnership! 

 

We are wrapping up tax season, monitoring our current budget and working on the start of the 2020-2021 

budget.  We would like to share thanks with Margaret Kelly, School District Tax Collector, for continuing to do a 

wonderful job ensuring a smooth and efficient collection process.  The District and Village of Sackets Harbor 

again supported a shared-municipal agreement to have tax collection take place in Village Offices.  This has 

allowed for increased hours and a stable location for our residents.  Thanks to the Village leadership for their 

continued support of this agreement. 

 

The Board of Education, district administration, faculty and staff look forward to continuing to capitalize on our 

strengths and continually improve our school.  I look forward to working with our faculty, staff and students this 

year to achieve our mission which is to empower our students to embrace life’s challenges with knowledge, 

character and a commitment to learning as they become contributing citizens in the American democratic way of 

life. 

 

Sackets Harbor Central School District is a special place and I am humbled and honored to be the superintendent.  

We continue to have amazing educators, the most caring staff, a supportive community, and, most importantly, 

the awesome experience of working with our students each and every day.  I wish you all a wonderful holiday 

season ahead and hope to see you at our upcoming concerts, basketball games and other events, which we have no 

shortage! 

 

 Warmest Wishes, 
 
Jennifer L. Gaffney  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/
http://www.newzjunky.com/
http://www.sacketspatriots.org/
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       A Message from the Principal: 

 

Dear Sackets Harbor Families, 
 
The 2019-2020 school year is off to a great start.  It is hard to believe that Halloween and 
November are right around the corner.  The beginning of the school year has flown by. 
 
Students in grades PreK-12 have been engaged in learning about the 24 character strengths 
from the Positivity Project. Students in Jonna St. Croix’s Social Advocacy class have been 
working with students in grades K-5.  They have been teaching them about gratitude and will 
be helping them with a project for Veteran’s Day.  They also led many activities during our first 
Character Development Day at the end of September.  Our next Character Development Day 
is set for December 20th.  We will be focusing on the character traits of kindness and gratitude 
for our community. 
 
Grades K-12 Parent-Teacher conferences will be held on Monday, November 25th from 12:15 
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. and on Tuesday, November 26th from 12:15 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  If you have 
not scheduled a conference for your child in grades K-5 please contact your child’s teacher.  If 
you are interested in scheduling a grades 6-12 Parent-Teacher conference, please call Nicole 
Phillips at 315-646-3575. 
 
The Elementary Holiday Concert is scheduled for Thursday, December 5th and the Holiday 
Concert for students in grades 6-12 is scheduled for Thursday, December 12th.  We hope you 
can join us and celebrate the spirit of the season. 
 
My door is always open.  If you have any questions or concerns please reach out to me at any 
time.  I welcome the opportunity to talk with you.  Thank you again for your warm welcome to 
Sackets Harbor.  I am so happy to be here. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Amy Fielder-Horack 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL NEWS – Mrs. Amy Fiedler-Horack 
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KINDERGARTEN NEWS   
Mrs. Lindsey Allen and Mrs. Jennifer Ashcraft 
 

The children are doing a great job of 

settling into our school routine!  We are busy 

learning the sounds that letters make and 

blending them together to make words. We 

dove right into working on sight words and 

letter sounds. We are enjoying our themes each 

week: leaves, pumpkins and bats but are 

looking forward to many more themes to come!  

We will soon be discussing different Holidays 

people may celebrate and what symbols are 

associated with them.  We can’t wait to 

continue the year and learn how to read.  

Starting in January, we will be working hard 

every day working on our reading skills. 

In math, we are learning numbers 0-10 

and have done a lot of work with finding 

different ways to make numbers.  You may hear 

your Kindergartener using the terms “5-frame,” 

“hidden partners” and “number bonds.”  Our 

goal is to start working on reading and 

identifying numbers 0-20 so we will be ready to 

know numbers 0-100 by the end of the year. 

We have already learned so much in 

such a short time.  We are excited to see what 

the rest of the year brings! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Grade News! 
SURF’S UP in First Grade 

First graders have DIVED right in and are off to a 

great start!  We have had a very busy beginning of 

the year.  We have learned many new rules and 

routines and are learning how to work 

cooperatively and respectfully with others. 

We have begun testing for bucket words and the 

kids are doing a fantastic job earning them.  Keep 

working at home on these, we appreciate your 

help!   

In writing, the kids have been introduced to 

answering questions by turning the question 

around. We have reviewed how to write sentences 

and will learn more types of writing.  Also, our 

Guided Reading groups are making WAVES as 

they navigate through some new decoding 

strategies! 

We have enjoyed many activities like a trip to the 

apple orchard and making delicious apple sauce! 

The kids worked in small groups to tackle an 

“apple challenge” as well. We also have many 

activities coming up over the next couple of 

months.  We will be studying Fairy Tales, Plants, 

Veterans Day, and Thanksgiving among others. 

We look forward to meeting with all of you at 

Parent Teacher Conferences on November 25th 

and 26th  to discuss your “SAND”sational surfers .  

We are looking forward to a SUN and FUN filled 

fall! 

 

Mrs. Mildren  and Mrs. Smith 
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Second Grade 

 

Aristotle has once said, “Educating the mind 
without educating the heart is no education 
at all.” We could not agree with this 
statement more.  In second grade, we work 
on developing an environment where 
students can learn and become invested in 
their learning.  This only happens when 
emotions are connected to their learning -  
when they have the opportunities to learn 
and love what they are learning.  Currently 
we are studying Ancient Greece, our second 
graders will be introduced to Aristotle. They 
will have the chance to hear how he has 
influenced our world today and his love for 
learning.  These lessons are outstanding for 
any age and as second grade teachers we 
feel very fortunate to have this opportunity 
to teach lessons on how you can love to 
learn.   
 
November and December will be filled with 
outstanding activities.  After we finish 
studying Ancient Greece and Greek Myths 
we will start studying the War of 1812.  We 
feel fortunate because we are able to teach 
the content and then extend our student’s 
knowledge with a field trip to the Battlefield. 
Students will participate in the 
Commandant’s Christmas Tour to learn 
more the history of Sackets Harbor.  They 
will be allowed to explore the houses on the 
battlefield and make connections from our 
classroom into our community.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Throughout the school year second graders 
will be participating in the Positivity Project. 
Each week we work on a new character 
strength. This helps students understand 
different feelings and make better decisions.    
 
 
 
It is a wonderful addition to our curriculum 
this year!  Our weekly planner will always 
list our new goal and character strength we 
are working on. 
 
In addition, we are also implementing a 
monthly STEM challenge for the students. 
The STEM challenges focus on the use of 
skills within the realms of science, 
technology, engineering and math. Students 
work in groups to create structures, solve 
challenging problems, and use a variety of 
materials in creative and imaginative ways.  
It has been an amazing experience to see 
what the students come up with and how 
well they work together to achieve their 
goals.  
 
 

Miss Morgia and Mrs. Shelmidine  
 

 

 

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrExlS37UNb7GsA2dmJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIyNWFkajQxBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZANhZTI2YThhMmU4YjQ0Nzg0MzNkOThmOTgwZjQ1YzgyYgRncG9zAzEEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p%3Dwelcome%2Bto%2Bsecond%2Bgrade%26n%3D60%26ei%3DUTF-8%26fr%3Dyfp-t-s%26fr2%3Dsb-top-images.search.yahoo.com%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D1&w=975&h=351&imgurl=www.mrsbrosious.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Header-02.png&rurl=http://www.mrsbrosious.com/&size=42.3KB&name=<b>Welcome+to+Second+Grade</b>!&p=welcome+to+second+grade&oid=ae26a8a2e8b4478433d98f980f45c82b&fr2=sb-top-images.search.yahoo.com&fr=yfp-t-s&tt=<b>Welcome+to+Second+Grade</b>!&b=0&ni=72&no=1&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=10rf75sdd&sigb=14kgl80f3&sigi=11suj3akj&sigt=10vh4iph3&sign=10vh4iph3&.crumb=n/YAxnqU3ly&fr=yfp-t-s&fr2=sb-top-images.search.yahoo.com


SACKETS HARBOR SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

 

 

Occupational Therapy News 

November/December 

The weather is changing, our 

evenings/mornings are getting darker and our 

kids are having a tough time getting up and out 

of bed.  What can you do to help wake-up your 

kids and get their mornings started off and 

bodies “ready to learn?” 

 

 Set their clothes out the night before 

(encourage them to do it themselves). 

 Avoid screen time (TV, electronics, 

phones, etc.) Instead, play soft, soothing 

music. 

 Have them splash cool water on their 

face and use a vibrating toothbrush to 

brush their teeth. 

 Give them a bear hug. 

 Provide crunchy foods (i.e. crunchy 

cereals, granola bars, etc.) 

 Drink cold, thick liquids through a straw 

(juice, applesauce, yogurt, smoothies). 

 Animal walk (bear, crab) throughout the 

house before leaving for school. 

 Try to keep a consistent routine and 

discuss the events of the day. 

 

These are just a few things you can do that will 

help your child put their best foot forward and 

be successful throughout the school day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Holiday Gift Guide to help promote fine-
motor/visual motor development 
 

1. Play-doh and accessories 
2. Hi-Ho Cherry-O game 
3. Jigsaw puzzles 
4. Lite Brite 
5. Connect 4 game 
6. Popbeads & lacing beads 
7. Small block stamping set 
8. Bed Bug game 
9. Operation game 
10. Easel with paint/chalk/crayons 
11. Wind-up Toys 
12. Spinning Tops 

 
 
 

My favorite “Go-To” Websites & Apps: 

 

 
Websites: 

1. www.eyecanlearn.com 
2. www.abcya.com 
3. https://www.highlightskids.com/games 
4. www.typing.com 

 
 
 

 

Apps: 
1. Letter School – Learn to write ABC’s 
2. Bugs and Buttons (1 and 2) 
3. Ready to Print 
4. Dexteria and Dexteria Jr. 

 
 
 

 

http://www.eyecanlearn.com/
http://www.abcya.com/
https://www.highlightskids.com/games
http://www.typing.com/
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Reading Tips for the Holidays 

 
Reading helps students address new challenges 

in their lives, broaden their horizons, create 

learning opportunities for growth and assist 

them in achieving success in the future. 

  
Some ways to help create those opportunities 

this holiday season could be: 

 Asking your child about reading: What 

do they like about reading and what 

don’t they like?  Where do you like to 

read?  When do you like to read? 

 Ask your child about the 

book/magazine/story they are reading.  

Who are the characters?  Where does 

the story take place?  Does the main 

character remind you of anyone?  Do 

you want to be like the main character? 

 Make connections from one book to 

another and you can also make 

connections to the world around us as 

well. 

 Write your own book based on the story 

you are reading and make sure that you 

add illustrations to it.  Did you know that 

some companies will put your child’s 

book into a whard copy?  Check it out 

and see what can be done! 

 Make the most of your traveling time-you 

can read a book/story in the car, or you 

can even read signs as you travel.  For 

the younger kids, find letters or short 

words they may know on signs as you 

travel. 

 Create a new tradition where you share 

a favorite story with your children and 

make hot cocoa to enjoy as you read.   

 
 
 

This is a great family time activity when the 

weather outside may not be as nice as you want 

it to be. 

 Build your child’s confidence as they 

read-they will enjoy the support and 

encouragement. 

Reading, Writing and many other activities can 

be done any place and at any time.  Sometimes 

all that you need is the time to sit down with 

your child(ren) and do the activity.  Whatever it 

may be, as long as you are doing it together that 

is all that will count in the confidence and 

relationship that you are building in the area of 

literacy for your family. 

 
 
     
Mrs. Alynda Haycock and  
Mrs. Kathy McKeever 
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 Hello all! 
 
This year is bringing many changes!  We have 
new members in the English department: 
therefore we are taking the time to align our 
curriculums and implement our student centered 
instruction. 
 

First on our list of alignment is ensuring that all 
students know how to properly cite sources 
when they research.  All ELA classes (grades 6-
12) will address this topic within the next month. 
 

In addition, we are working to ensure that we 
are all using the same language when 
instructing our students to write, close read and 
answer multiple-choice questions.  Aligning how 
we instruct grammar is next on our list. 
 

Ms. Hernandez’s classes will begin their month 
long novel-writing adventure for National Novel 
Writing Month (NaNoWriMo) on November 1st!  
Feel free to ask her questions and explore the 
website at ywp.nanowrimo.org! 
 

Parent communication is important to all of us.  
The Remind app is a method of texting to 
remind students of upcoming assignments.  
Parents are welcome to become members of 
the app as well.  Mrs. Esposito uses this app 
consistently with all classes.  Ms. Andre uses it 
with her seniors and alerts students in her 
Google classroom.  She can also be contacted 
through email.  Although Ms. Hernandez does 
not utilize Remind app, she welcomes all other 
forms of communication (email, notes, 
scheduled phone calls). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Settings Goals for Success 
Special Education Department 

 
       Now that we are a couple of months into the 
school year, how are things going?  What is going 
well?  What areas need some improvement?  What 
does your child want to improve or work on for the 
rest of the year?  Not sure what goals might be most 
appropriate or how you can support your child in 
working on his/her school goal(s)?  Here are some 
suggestions….. 
 
Possible Goals: 

 Write down assignments daily. 

 Complete challenging assignments. 

 Create a system of organization and use it 
daily. 

 Read, review or study daily (20 minutes). 
 
 
How Can I Support My Child: 

 Ask about your child’s goal – “Did you write 
your assignments down today?” or “Let’s 
look at your planner.” 

 Encourage effort – “Great job!” or “Awesome 
effort!” 

 Help problem solve – “What could you do 
instead?” or “You could try this….” 

 
Setting and reaching goals is a process and can take 
some time.  Keep practicing and learning.  If 
something isn’t working, that’s okay just try 
something else.  If you need some suggestions, 
please ask. 
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 High School Math News 

Mrs. Timerman, Mr. Lagos and Mrs. Butler 
 

With the first quarter well under way, the math 

department has settled into our normal routines.  

“Problem of the Week” questions are due each 

Friday in all classes, and count as quiz grades.  As 

a reminder, the only way to study and eventually 

master math is to practice.  Students should be 

bringing home their books and notebooks as they 

complete their homework fully each night.  With the 

aid of parents our students will be mindful to 

complete weekly problems and daily homework in a 

timely manner, and take personal accountability for 

completing the work assigned to them.  Please 

question your child about their progress often, and if 

you have availability to a computer enroll in School 

Tools/Parent Portal if you have not done so already.   

Mrs. Butler’s Geometry students have mastered a 
flipped classroom.  Their homework is to watch 
video’s posted in their Google Classroom accounts 
and fill in the provided notes.  The following class 
period is spent practicing the lesson from the 
previous night.  With each video lesson only 
averaging 15-20 minutes, making time to complete 
homework should never be a problem.  As a 
reminder all teachers are here until at least 3:00 pm 
every day if they need to use a school computer, or 
get additional help.   
 
Our school website teacher pages are filled with 

pertinent chapter information, relevant links, and are 

vital components for achieving mastery on exams.  

To reiterate, practicing math is the necessary tool for 

success outside of the classroom.  Remind your 

children to utilize academic enhancement period time 

effectively and if they think they “have nothing to do” 

our websites serve as a great study guide.  

On behalf of the math department we wish you and 

your family a safe and healthy 2020. 

 

 

 

 
Business/Computer/Health 

Education News 
Mr. Fingar 

 
 

 

Sports Marketing 

In November and December, 

students will be managing 

their own sports franchise using our 

computer simulation program.  They will be 

controlling stadium operations and staffing, 

finding sponsors and licensing deals, and 

other marketing skills to compete with other 

students’ franchises.  

Keyboarding 

We will continue to learn 

how to touch type using 

Typing.com.  After learning 

all of the keys, we will use other Internet 

keyboarding websites to enhance our 

accuracy and speed. 

Computer Software 

Applications 

We are developing web 

pages using Adobe Dreamweaver.   

Students will produce a variety web page 

projects utilizing the skills they have 

learned.  They will also be designing 

personal web pages that will be published to 

the Internet.   
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7th Software Exploration 

We are continuing to build our 

Microsoft Word skills.  

Students are learning to 

manipulate fonts, line spacing, 

margins, tabs, indents, bullets 

and numbered lists, and quick styles.  Soon, 

we will be using Microsoft Excel to create 

dynamic spreadsheets using different 

formulas, editing fonts and page layouts, 

sorting data, and creating and formatting 

accompanying charts.  

High School Health 

We have finished our units on 

mental health and we are now 

learning about making healthful 

nutrition decisions.  Topics 

include: influences on food choices, 

nutrients needed by the body, vitamins and 

minerals, and the benefits of plenty of water.   

7th Grade Health 

We will be learning about 

healthful nutrition skills, 

including nutrients needed by 

the body and other healthful 

nutrition facts and habits.  

After talking about the ingredients in most 

fast foods, students will hopefully think twice 

before ordering a double-bacon 

cheeseburger with large fries!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
~Music Notes~ 

 
The Annual Children’s Halloween Walk was 
held on Friday, October 25th at Sackets Harbor 
Central School.  We would like to send out a 
huge thank you to all the adult volunteers and 
students that gave their time and made the night 
a success!  
  
The Fall Bi-County Festival was held at Lowville 
on November 2nd.   
 
Congratulations to Veronica Gibbons and Sofia 
Gray for being accepted into the Senior Chorus.  
Congratulations to Aiden Terry, Alexandra 
Derouin, Astrid Ricca and Grace Phillips for 
being accepted into the Elementary Chorus.  
Olivia Derouin and Lucie Andre have been 
accepted into Junior High Band.  Great job to all 
these students for their hard work! 
 
Congratulations also to Veronica Gibbons for 
being accepted into the Area All State for 
Chorus.  This will take place on November 15th 
at Indian River.  This is a great honor. 
 

Mark your calendars!!  The Holiday Concert 

dates are as follows: Elementary Program will 

be on December 5th beginning at 6:00p.m.  The 

High School Program is one week later on 

December 12th, also beginning at 6:00p.m.  

Please consider coming out to see our Music 

Students perform! 
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Speech & Language News 
Ms. Smith & Mrs. Cooper 

 
We have been busy in speech therapy since 

September!  The students are working hard to 

improve their communication skills.  We thought 

we would take this opportunity to share the 

different types of skills we work on as well as 

how the service may be delivered.  Below is a 

list of the most common speech or language 

areas that are worked on in the school setting: 

Speech sounds-how we say sounds and put 

sounds together into words.  Other words for 

these problems are articulation or phonological 

disorders, or apraxia or speech.   

Language-how well we understand what we 

hear or read (receptive language) and how we 

use words to tell others what we are thinking 

(expressive language). 

Literacy-how well we read and write.  Students 

with speech and language disorders may also 

have trouble reading, spelling and writing. 

Social communication-how well we follow rules, 

like taking turns, how to talk to different people, 

or how close to stand to someone when talking.  

This is also called pragmatics. 

Voice-how our voices sound.  We may sound 

hoarse, lose our voices easily, talk too loudly or 

through our noses, or be unable to make 

sounds. 

Fluency-also called stuttering, is how well 

speech flows.  Students who stutters may 

repeat sounds, like t-t-t-table, use “um” or “uh,” 

or pause a lot when talking.  Many young 

children will go through a time when they stutter, 

but most outgrow it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cognitive-communication-how well our minds 

work.  Problems may involve memory, attention, 

problem solving, organization and other thinking 

skills. 

Speech and language therapy can also be 

delivered in different ways in the school 

setting.  Listed below are ways that we 

provide service at Sackets Harbor. 

Traditional pull-out therapy-Students leave the 

classroom to work in the therapy room for 30 

minute sessions.  This may be an individual or 

group session. 

Classroom Push-in therapy-Students receive 

therapy right in their classroom as they work on 

their regular curriculum.  The pathologist ties 

therapy goals into their class work. 

10 Minute Drill Therapy-Students who are 

working on only one speech sounds or a very 

specific language goal work along with the 

therapist for 10 minutes.  This is a research 

based approach that allows the child to drill 

his/her skill and get back in the classroom 

quickly. 

Indirect/Consultative Services-The pathologist 

does not work with the student directly, but 

rather consults with the classroom teacher 

and/or other educational staff about how to best 

work with the child to meet his/her 

communication needs. 

If you ever have any questions or concerns 

about your student’s speech and/or 

language skills please don’t hesitate to 

contact us at 315-646-3575 ext. 30115 

Reference: American Speech-Language-

Hearing Association.  Who are Speech-

Language Pathologists, and What do they do? 

Available from www.asha.org/public 
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PTO News 

The PTO would like to send a heartfelt thanks to 

all the Special Friends that came out to enjoy 

breakfast with students in grades K-5 and shop 

at the Scholastic Book Fair.  Our Book Fair 

sales were exceptional due to the great support 

of the school community. 

The Save Around Coupon Book sales are 

wrapping up and we ask that if you haven’t 

already done so that you either purchase the 

book sent home for $25 or return it to school.  

Books are still available for sale and be 

purchased in the main office at school.  We will 

announce the winner of the pizza party and 

order apparel for students who earned it once 

the book have been returned. 

Students in grades K-5 have been busy in the 

art room with Mr. Burris working on creations 

that will be turned into keepsakes.  Working with 

Square1Art we will have a variety of products for 

purchase with your child’s artwork.  These will 

make wonderful gifts for family.  Proceeds will 

benefit the Art Club and the PTO.  Orders are 

due by November 6th with arrival scheduled in 

time for the holidays. 

Lifetouch Picture Retake Day is November 15th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On November 16th, the Fall Gala will take place 

at the Gathering Barn.  This event supports the 

Backpack Program along with the PTO and 

Booster Club.  The PTO is still collecting items 

for the raffle baskets that will be auctioned off 

the night of the Gala.  Letters were sent home 

as to what each class was collecting.  Our hope 

is to have a successful evening while raising 

fund for the PTO. 

On Sunday, December 8th from 8 am to 10:30 

am, we will be hosting our annual breakfast with 

Santa.  More information will be available as the 

date nears.  There will be children’s crafts and 

of course, Santa will be available to speak with 

the kids and take pictures.  Don’t forget your 

camera! 

Do you shop on Amazon?  Did you know that 

you can support the PTO each time you order 

by going to https://smile.amazon.com and 

selecting Sackets Harbor Central School Parent 

Teacher Organization as your charity.  The PTO 

earns a percentage from your purchase. 

We are still collecting Box Tops and there is 

now an app that you can add to your phone and 

simply scan your receipt from qualifying 

purchases.  No more clipping necessary! 

 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/
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         SHCS Art Department  
          Instructor: Mr. Burris             
During the first half of the school year, we focus on the Elements 
and Principles of Design and how to use them successfully in our 
artwork.  Students have been busy creating works based on contour line and pattern, using various 
media. 

 

                        
 
 

 

Art Club News 

 
Elected Poasition for High School   Elected Positions for Middle School 
President:  Abby Flint     President:  Emily Curley 
Vice President:  Position to be filled   Vice President:  Olivia Derouin 
Secretary:  Position to be filled   Secretary:  Brandy Montalvo 
Treasurer:  Position to be filled   Treasurer:  Bella Lawrence 
 
Winners of the Health and Wellness Poster Contest sponsored by Pivot 
Kristina Donders    second place grades 10-12 
Deseree Matthews    third place grades 10-12 
 
Art Club Activity:  Face painting at the October Harvest Festival in Sackets Harbor, NY 
         Carving pumpkins for the “Into the Wild” fundraising event 
 
Items needed in the Art Department 
 
The following is a list of items we use throughout the year.  If you have any of these items and are 
willing to share, we would really appreciate it.  Buttons, small found objects, beads, gadgets, fake 
flowers, ribbons, screws, bolts, textured and interesting papers, wood scraps, feathers, etc. 
     

Sackets Harbor Gallery is open each school day.  Please get a Visitors Pass from the Main Office 

before entering the Gallery. 
 

Seventh Graders creating a paper sculpture Studio Art students painting with Complementary Colors 
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   Sackets Harbor Patriots Athletic Booster club  
           BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

President - Sarah Derouin 
Vice-President - Patricia Gibbons 

Treasurer - Connie Flint 
Secretary - Kristen Rigabar 

Athletic Director - Jennifer Gaffney 
 

 
 

CONCESSIONS:  We’d like to thank those of you who helped us out with concessions during the 

soccer season.  We appreciate you signing up and helping out!  We will be using the same online 

sign-up system for basketball season.   We will be looking for volunteers to help with our 

concession stand for all home games and tournaments.  If you are a parent of a student   

 athlete, or a student looking for volunteer hours, please consider signing up for at least one home 

event through https://signup.com/go/OsGvkMr  
 

           If you are not able to volunteer, please consider donating one of the   

           following:  Soda (cans)       Gatorade (12 oz.)          Water 

 

          * Please note, the concession stand will not be open, unless we have        

           volunteers to help out. *  
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 

 Booster Club Meetings: We are always looking for new members to join 

us!  Booster club meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of every month in the 

District Office Conference Room.  Please check your calendar & attend one of the 

upcoming meetings (November 20, December 18) 

 November 2019: 

o 11/2 - Eighth Grade and Under Boys Basketball Tournament 

o 11/7 - Fall Sports Recognition Night (6pm) 

o 11/16 - 2nd Annual Fall Gala 5pm - 9pm at The Gathering Barn to benefit the 

SHCS Backpack Program 

 December 2019: 

o 12/27 & 12/28 - Charlie Bridge Tournament 
 

www.sacketspatriots.org/parents/Sackets_Harbor_Patriots_Athletic_Booster_Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://signup.com/go/OsGvkMr
http://www.sacketspatriots.org/parents/Sackets_Harbor_Patriots_Athletic_Booster_Club
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School To Work 
 
The senior class participated in the School-to-Work program for two days in 
October.  The District would like to thank the following businesses/organizations 
for their willingness to participate and provide our students with a successful and 
educational experience: 
 

 
 

 BCA Architects & Engineers     

 Cady-Lee Farms 

 Carthage Area Hospital 

 Department of Environmental Conservation 

 Dr. Katie Clough-Perin 

 Hair Quarters 

 J & R Electric 

 Jefferson County IT Department 

 Jefferson-Lewis BOCES 

 Knickerbocker Elementary School 

 New York State Police 

 North Country Welding 

 Nytric Electrical 

 Pediatric Associates 

 Samaritan Medical Center 

 Skewed Brewery 

 Speak Easy Hair Studio 

 SUNY Upstate Medical University 

 The ARC Jefferson/St. Lawrence 

 The Hops Spot 

 United States Army Recruiting Center (Watertown, NY) 

 United States Marine Corps  

 Watertown Animal Hospital  

 Watertown City Fire Department  

 Watertown Daily Times  

 Watertown YMCA Daycare 

 Ziegler Truck & Diesel 
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College Open Houses 
The following colleges and universities will be holding open houses on their campuses for interested 
high school students on the following dates: 
Alfred State College- Sunday, November 3rd  
Alfred University- Saturday, November 9th   
Clarkson University- Saturday, November 9th  
Colgate University- Friday, October 25th   
Elmira College- Saturday, November 9th  
Hobart & William Smith Colleges- Friday, October 25th & Monday, November 11th  
Ithaca College- Saturday, October 26th & November 11th 

Jefferson Community College- Friday, October 25th 
Le Moyne College- Sunday, November 10th  
Mohawk Valley Community College- Friday, November 8th   
Morrisville State College- Saturday, November 23rd    
Niagara University- Saturday, November 16th   
Paul Smith’s College- Saturday, November 9th   
Rochester Institute of Technology- Saturday, November 9th  
St. John Fisher College- Saturday, November 9th & Saturday, January 25th  
St. Lawrence University- Monday, November 11th & Friday, December 6th   

SUNY Canton- Saturday, November 16th  
SUNY Cortland- Monday, November 11th   
SUNY Delhi- Saturday, October 26th & Saturday, November 23rd   
SUNY Fredonia- Saturday, November 9th                       

SUNY Oneonta- Saturday, November 9th   
SUNY Oswego- Monday, November 11th  
SUNY Plattsburgh- Saturday, October 26th & Saturday, November 16th   
SUNY Potsdam- Saturday, October 26th & Saturday, November 9th     
The College at Brockport- Saturday, November 9th 
The College of Saint Rose- Sunday, November 3rd  
University of Rochester- Monday, November 11th  
Utica College- Saturday, October 26th & Monday, November 11th   
 
Most of the above colleges and universities allow you to register for their open houses right on their 
websites.  Mr. Tastor is available to assist students with registering for open houses.   
 
 
The College Application Process 

Seniors should note that college applications should be sent out by Friday, December 13th.  
Please keep in mind though that some college application deadlines are even earlier, as early in some 
cases as November 1st.  Students should make sure to ask for letters of recommendation well in 
advance!   
 Students can apply to many colleges online at www.commonapp.org.  Students can apply to 
SUNY schools at www.suny.edu/student.  Students can apply online for free to Jefferson Community 
College at www.sunyjefferson.edu.   
 Parents are encouraged to make an appointment to meet with Mr. Tastor should they want to 
discuss the college application process by calling 315-646-3575 or sending an e-mail to 
rtastor@sacketspatriots.org.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.suny.edu/student
http://www.sunyjefferson.edu/
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Financial Aid Information for Seniors and their Parents 
 
The Free Application for Federal Student Aid for 2020-2021 is available online.  You can apply for 

financial aid by going first to https://fsaid.ed.gov so that one parent and the student can get an FSA ID 

that will act as an electronic signature on the FAFSA.  Then go to www.fafsa.ed.gov to actually 

apply.  At the end of the FAFSA application, you can click on the link to apply for the New York State 

Tuition Assistance Program (TAP).  Students may be eligible for the TAP grant if they are New York 

State residents and are planning to attend college in New York State.  Some colleges require the CSS 

Profile to be completed in addition to the FAFSA.  Be sure to check with each college financial aid office 

to determine if you have completed everything required and what the deadlines are.  There are two 

excellent websites for more information, www.finaid.org/fafsa/  and www.studentaid.ed.gov/. 

The Sackets Harbor School Counseling Office encourages all families to apply for financial aid and 

please visit with us if you have any questions about the complex process.   

Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Grades K-12 Parent-Teacher conferences will be held on Monday, November 25th from 12:15 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. and on Tuesday, November 26th from 12:15 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  If you are interested in 
scheduling a grades 6-12 Parent-Teacher conference, please call Nicole Phillips at 315-646-3575.  
 
WORKFORCE 2020 
On Wednesday, November 13th, the senior class will head to the Watertown Airport Hanger to 
participate in Workforce Connections.  Many different employers from various career fields will be on 
hand at this exciting event.  Students will have the opportunity to learn about different careers by doing 
mock interviews with a few different businesses and organizations. 
 
The purpose of the interviews is both to have the students evaluated as if they were on a real job 
interview and/or to allow students to ask questions of the employers to gain more insight into different 
careers.  Each student will interview with at least three different organizations.  Students will be revising 
resumes to bring to the event in English classes.   
 
Workforce Connections will be a great opportunity for students to connect with local employers and see 
all the great career possibilities that exist right here in Jefferson and Lewis counties!!! 
 
 
ASVAB 
The Juniors will be taking the ASVAB on the morning of Wednesday, December 4th.  The ASVAB 
Career Exploration Program is a comprehensive career planning program that includes a multiple-
aptitude test battery, an interest inventory, and various career planning tools designed to help students 
explore opportunities for after high school.  This is a great program for students to further their career 
development.  Please see Mr. Tastor with any questions.   
 
 

https://fsaid.ed.gov/
https://mail.sacketspatriots.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=926bb9a290b14a4caf2a9e291d63e743&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.fafsa.ed.gov%2f
https://mail.sacketspatriots.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=926bb9a290b14a4caf2a9e291d63e743&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.finaid.org%2ffafsa%2f
https://mail.sacketspatriots.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=926bb9a290b14a4caf2a9e291d63e743&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.studentaid.ed.gov%2f
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DATE EVENT TIME 

November 6 PTO Meeting 6:00pm 

November 7 Winter Sportsmanship Meeting 5:00pm- MPR 

November 7 Fall Sports Recognition Night 6:00pm- MPR 

November 8 Report Cards Distributed  

November 8 Veteran’s Day Celebration 8:15am 

November 9 ACT Test  

November 11 Veterans Day – NO SCHOOL 8:15 a.m. 

November 15 Celebration of Learning 1:00pm-GYM 

November 15 PTO Picture Retakes  

November 15 Area All State Rehearsal  8:00am-1:00pm 

November 16 Area All State Concert  

November 18 Winter Sports Begin  

November 19 Board of Ed Meeting 5:00pm-Library 

November 20 Booster Club Meeting  

November 22-23 Area All State – Indian River  

November 25 EARLY DISMISSAL 11:35am 

November 25 K-12 Parent/Teacher Conferences 12:15-7:00pm 

November 26 EARLY DISMISSAL 11:35am 

November 26 K-12 Parent/Teacher Conferences 12:15-4:00 p.m. 

November 27-29 Thanksgiving Recess – NO SCHOOL  

November 2019 Calendar 
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DATE EVENT TIME 

December 3 ASVAB  

December 3 NO LATE BUS  

December 4 PTO Meeting 6:00pm 

December 5 Elementary Holiday Chorus Program  

December 6 Progress Reports Distributed  

December 7 SAT Test  

December 8 PTO Santa Breakfast 8:00-10:30am 

December 11-13 Secret Santa Shop  

December 12 5-12 Holiday Concert Band & Chorus  

December 14 Whoville – Sentinels Band  

December 14 ACT Test  

December 16-20 Garrett Loomis Homecoming Week  

December 17 Board of Ed Meeting 5:00pm- Library 

December 18 Booster Club Meeting  

December 19 Patriot Pals Christmas Party 2:30 p.m. 

December 23 HOLIDAY RECESS  

January 6 SCHOOL RESUMES  

December 2019 Calendar 

 


